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We all work with various pieces of equipment or tools every day. Familiarity can lead to complacency. Faulty equipment, tools or using them incorrectly can lead to accidents resulting in injuries and produce poor quality work.

Taking reasonable care of your own Health and Safety, means keeping equipment and tools in good condition and using them properly. Sharp tools which cut steel can cut flesh without trouble. Hammers which can drive nails can squash fingers too. Heavy equipment if not operated correctly will not take any prisoners. A digger will crush a person without the operator even being aware a contact has occurred.
Work Equipment Regulations require employers to ensure that all equipment, machinery and tools are “suitable” and maintained in a good order. Employers rely on you, as skilled trade’s persons, plant/machine operators to assist them in this by reporting immediately if something is not suitable, is broken or is missing guards etc.

All work equipment should be labelled with a CE mark. Every item of equipment must be properly made and strong enough for the work intended. If doubt exists – don’t use it. Any work equipment can become worn or damaged over time which may render it unsuitable or unsafe for use.
Power and battery tools

Given the nature of work undertaken and regularity, we will require all work / hire power or battery tools to be Portable Appliance Tested every six months.

Hand tools

Many risks can be controlled by ensuring hand tools are properly used and maintained, for example:

· Hammers – avoid split, broken or loose shafts and worn or chipped heads. Make sure the heads are properly secured to the shafts.

· Files – these should have a proper handle. Never use them as levers;

· Chisels – the cutting edge should be sharpened to the correct angle. Do not allow the head of cold chisels to spread to a mushroom shape – grind off the sides regularly;

· Screwdrivers – never use them as chisels and never use hammers on them. Split handles are dangerous;

· Spanners – avoid splayed jaws. Scrap any which show signs of slipping. Have enough spanners of the right size. Do not improvise by using pipes etc. as extension handles. Spanners must be the right size or else they are automatically not “suitable”. Ring spanners are better than open-ended spanners. Open-ended spanners are generally better than adjustable spanners.
Ladders

Ladders are to be maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. HSE have recommended that there should be at least three stages of inspection.

Pre use checks

These will be carried out by the user either each day or after something has changed; e.g. something dropped on the ladder or the ladder dropped, or the ladder has been moved from a dirty area to a clean area.  There is no requirement to record these inspections; however these should be picking up any immediate or serious defects.

Detailed Visual Inspection

The intervals for inspection will depend on the use of the ladder.  For ladders used frequently or occasionally (i.e. daily to weekly use) this should be six-monthly.  For those infrequently used inspection should be carried out at least annually.  In our circumstances we will inspect all ladders every six months.  Interim inspection may be required if something changes.

Maintenance Inspections

These would be as indicated by the manufacturer and would normally be carried out in conjunction with the Detailed Visual Inspection

If you spot any defects, do not allow the ladder to be used. Complete the defects report form and notify the FM service desk.

Finally 
You must never use any work equipment for which you have not received appropriate training and authorisation from your employer.

Any Questions?
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