SECTION 14 - FIRE PREVENTION

NO. 51 FIRE EXTINGUISHERS
Fire is among the most deadly workplace hazards but is the most preventable of accidents. Due to the serious danger of fire, it is beneficial to know what to do should a fire erupt. Most fires start small. Fires can usually be contained if they are attacked by properly trained personnel with the right type and size of fire extinguisher within the first two minutes. Get out immediately if a fire starts to spread or block exit routes.
There are several types of fire extinguishers which can sometimes be identified by their colour: - many will be coloured red with a label identifying their type


TYPE





COLOUR

Water





Red


Foam





Cream


Carbon Dioxide



Black


Dry Powder




Blue

Water Extinguishers -

Should be used for materials such as wood and paper.  They MUST NOT be used on fires involving electrical equipment or oil.

Foam Extinguishers -

Should be used on fires involving burning liquids such as paint and asphalt.  They MUST NOT be used on fires involving electrical equipment or flammable liquids.

Carbon Dioxide & Dry Powder Extinguishers -
Are normally used on burning liquids.  They are safe for use on fires involving electrical equipment.  Neither of these extinguishers have a cooling effect, consequently they are not recommended for use where there is a high risk of re-ignition.  Use carbon dioxide extinguishers in well ventilated areas because they reduce the amount of oxygen in the air. 

Because fire extinguishers cannot always be identified by their colour, do not use them without first reading the label.

Fire Extinguishers Essentials

All fire extinguishers should be inspected monthly by a responsible person.

All fire extinguishers should be serviced by a qualified technician on a yearly basis.

Fire extinguishers have operating instructions listed in the name plate; be familiar with these.

Fire extinguishers of the proper type and size for the exposure shall be readily available.

Be familiar with the location of fire extinguishers on the job site.

When fuelling equipment, always have a fire extinguisher close by.

Most fire extinguishers operate using the P.A.S.S. method:

P – Pull the locking pin.

A – Aim at the base of the flames.

S – Squeeze the handle.

S – Sweep back and forth over the burning area.

Do:

· Know the locations of extinguishers on the job site.

· Familiarize yourself with the types of fire and what to use for each.

· Remember the P.A.S.S. method for fire extinguishers.

· Identify a safe evacuation path before approaching the fire.

· Evacuate immediately if you have any doubt about your ability to fight a fire.

Do Not:

· Use water agents on grease and oil fires or use dry chemical extinguishers on electrical devices or anything with metal because it is corrosive.

· Aim at the flames of the fire.

· Stand too close to the fire or even plan to walk on those extinguished areas.

· Put extinguishers in areas where fire is most likely to happen making them unreachable.

· Leave extinguishers in corridors or on anything that is highly magnetic.

· Play with the device or even play with its substances because of the possibility of injuring yourself.

Block access to fire extinguishers.
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